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HSC BRIEFING € June 1956
U NU'S REBIGNATION

1. The resignation of U Nu--Burma's first and to date only prime
nigiater-—thxeatens to be disadvantageous to us for two reasons,
First, it is nat.elear wvhether his stabilizing influence will continue
to be felt after his departure from government office. Second, the
funéaaantaz political persuasions of his successor, Defense Hinister
Ba Swe, are obscure, '

2. HNumbrous reasons have been advanced for Xu's withdrawal, He

bimself has said he wants time off in order to purge the political party

which he heads, the Anti-?xsciat People's Freedom League {AFPFL), of

"Communists, fellow travelers, ideological synpathizers, etc.,"

25X1

In the past, ¥u has often spoken of leaving office and becomning
& Buddhist monk,

| An "anonymous” letter by Nu, published in a leading

Rangoon paper,

laments the evident failure of

his "neutral” foreign policy.

25 YEAR RE-REVIEW
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€. Although Ko has privately deaied it, he say also have
been ssked to guit, Ba Swe's Secinlimt Party, which dominstes
the AFPFL, has reporiedly become dissatisfied with Hu's sxtravagant
exponditures on religious projects and emphagis on morality in 25X1
goverciaent, The Socialists want to rule in their own right,
| and they may have yressured him iuto resigustiion,

. A The personnlitiss of Hu acd his probable SUGCeRSOY avre sharply 25X

divergent:
A. WU had a Sirictly seral approsch ito politics, %gﬁg

B, ¥u basks bappily in the public limelight, but Ba Swe prefers |
ts work bohind the scenes, o
€. %9 is doeply religious; 2:2

8. 4w prime mivister, Ba Swe may adopt x softer policy toward
Burma's u&wz Communist problem, Ia 1850, he slmest broke with
the ma&mm to joia the pro-Commusnist Burea ¥orkers snd Peasants Enty,.
A. There iz evidence Ba Swe believes that political
somandation is a better way to solve Burmese Commmist insurgeacy

than military suppression,
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B, On international izsamws, Bs Swe's attitude iz sosewbat
contradictory. He has lavished praise on the Peiping regime;
attends Soviet and Chinese diplomatic functioms mere freqestly
than Western anes; and im scon to vigit Moescow m'mmmg.

At the same time, be sesms to Dave been satisfied with Fu's neutral

. fareigu poliay, agreesble ito Colombo Plaa sid amnd favorable to UB

S. The only cerisiaty sbowt Bs Swe's iaturs Wﬂ is that it

will be primarily directed st saistaining and incressisg his own and
Socialis Prrty conirol of the AFPFL and Buria's goverumeni, This
might mean “pease” with Communist insurgenis at home but, for the
present,; does p0t suggest any migaliicant modificatica of foreiga
Miﬁ;\. '
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